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PPS RECORDS FOR 
59 HARRISON STREET 

 
PLAT 32, LOT 241 

 
SYLVESTER E. KELLY HOUSE 

Built 1854 
 

Also known as:  24 Harrison (1854-1868) 
               31 Harrison (1869-1888) 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A 2½-story, Italianate-style clapboard house with bracketed cornice, beaded corner 
pilasters, molded window caps, and bracketed side-hall entry hood. 
 
The house stands on a 3,038 sq. ft. lot on the west side of Harrison Street, between 
Division and Powhatan Streets.  The house stands on the second lot north of Division 
Street.  The lot has about 50.125 feet of frontage and measures about 62.79 feet deep 
on the northern boundary and about 59.83 feet deep on the southern boundary.  
 
HISTORY: 
 
This property was part of the Dexter Donation of 1824, which included the Dexter 
Training Ground and several blocks of land on its east side, almost all of which were 
owned by the City of Providence for many decades. The Dexter Donation lands were 
platted in 1843; a few lots were subsequently developed with churches, factories, a 
school, and a hook and ladder station, but the majority were intended for residential 
construction. The City began building homes in this area prior to the Civil War, and 
continued to do so for the rest of the 19th century; some of these homes were sold to 
private owners, and some rented out to tenants.   
 
There were exceptions to this rule, however.  In the case of 59 Harrison Street, the City 
of Providence sold a vacant lot in 1846 to Sylvester Kelly, a carpenter.  Documented 
evidence indicates that there was a house on the lot in 1847 and that Kelly occupied the 
property; it is not known what happened to that structure.  In 1854, Kelly’s tax 
assessment more than doubled, indicating the construction of the Italianate-style 
structure that exists today.  [Note:  an onsite visit was made by Clark Schoettle, Judy 
Barlow, and David Pride to try to determine whether remnants of the earlier house still 
exists.  No evidence was found.] 
 
City directories list Kelly as living at 24 Harrison Street from 1850 to 1868, then at 31 
Harrison Street from 1869 until his death in 1888.  The house appears on the 1857 
map; it appears on the 1875 map as #31; there is a house at #26 on the 1875 map, but 
this house did not exist on 1857 map.  It is therefore concluded that #24 Harrison Street 
was renumbered to #31 Harrison Street. 
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At one time, the lot contained 5,025 sq. ft..  In 1869, Sylvester Kelly constructed an 
additional home at the rear, facing Groton Street.  The entire property passed to his 
heirs who retained ownership until 1904.  In its history thus far, the ownership of the 
house has been held by six families. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
For more than two centuries after Providence was first settled in 1636, most 
development was concentrated on the east and west sides of the Providence River.  
While several principal roads leading from the original settlement area to points west 
were constructed in the early 18th century (including Westminster Street by 1714, and 
Cranston Street by 1717), very little development followed.  (An exception was the tiny 
residential enclave at Hoyle Square, at the intersection of Westminster and Cranston 
Streets, established 1739.)  Today’s West End neighborhood, several miles west of the 
settled area of town, was rural until the middle of the 19th century, characterized 
principally by large farms and country estates. 
 
One of these farms, some 40 acres belonging to Ebenezer Knight Dexter, supplied 
produce to local markets.  Dexter owned considerable property on the East Side as well 
as in the West End, and when he died in 1824, he left it all to the City of Providence, a 
bequest known as the Dexter Donation.  Dexter’s will specified that 10 acres of his land 
in the West End was to be used and maintained as a military training field and public 
park.  (This is known today the Dexter Training Ground or Dexter Parade, surrounded 
by Dexter Street, Hollywood Road, Parade Street, and Cranston Street; the Cranston 
Street Armory (1907) stands at the south end of the park.)  In 1843, the Dexter Donation 
lands east of the training ground were platted for residential development; among the 
new streets laid out were Dexter, Harrison, Hammond, Bridgham, and Division Streets.  
Harrison Street lies one block east of Dexter Street. 
 
The West End’s pastoral nature and relative isolation ended about the time of the Civil 
War, and between 1860 and 1930 the area became a densely built and populated 
residential neighborhood.  This change coincided with a period in Providence’s history 
that saw unprecedented levels of industrial production and economic prosperity, huge 
increases in population (much of it from foreign immigration), an expansion of the city’s 
physical size, significant improvements in public transportation and utilities, and a 
building boom in new construction. 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Broadway-Armory 
Historic District; the inventory in the NR nomination identifies 59 Harrison as “House ca 
1855.”  Also located within the Armory Historic District, designated by the City of 

 
1 Sanderson, Edward F. and William McKenzie Woodward.  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic 
Resources (Providence, 1986), pp. 37-39. 
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Providence, and subject to the jurisdiction of the Providence Historic District 
Commission. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate XVI shows that the future site of 59 Harrison Street contained within the 40-acre 
farm owned by Knight Dexter, bounded on the north by Plainfield Road (Westminster 
Street,) on the west by Dexter Lane (Parade Street), on the south by Monkey Town or 
Cranston Road (Cranston Street), and on the east by 8 acres owned by Henry Smith 
and 2 acres owned by Amos Atwell.   
 
1816: An untitled plat map of the Ebenezer K. Dexter farm proper between High and 
Cranston Streets recorded in Plat Book 39 Page 231 on September 3, 1816,  and 
copied on Plat Card 395, indicates the Dexter farm proper is located in the center of the 
40-acre farm parcel.  The map shows that by 1816 parcels along “Johnston Road” 
(Westminster Street) were beginning to be platted. (Registry of Deeds) 
  
1843:  “Plot of Lots of Land Belonging to the Dexter Donation,” surveyed and platted in 
November 1843 by Atwater and Schubarth (copied June 30, 1852 by Schubarth and 
Haines.)  Recorded in Plat Book 2 at Page 7 and copied on Plat Card 52.  Lot #48, the 
future site of 59 Harrison Street is the 2nd parcel north of Division Street on the south, 
and is further bounded by a Gangway (later Powhatan Street) on the north, and a 
Gangway (later Groton Street) on the west. The block is platted into 10 lots measuring 
50 feet by 100 feet each.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling:  Page identified as C2 (14) shows the 
block bounded by Harrison Street on the east, Division Street on the south, and 
unnamed streets on the west and north.  There is a building constructed on the second 
lot north of Division Street.  There are a total of three buildings constructed on this 
block. 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 2, Plate J, shows the 
block bounded by Harrison Street on the east, Division Street on the south, Groton 
Street on the west, and Miller Street (later Powhatan Street) on the north.  On the 
second lot north of Division Street, there are two frame buildings on the 5,025 sq. ft. lot.  
This lot is further identified as #31 Harrison Street and owned by S. E. Kelly.  The block 
is developed and mostly owned the by City of Providence.  There is a fire plug at the 
corner with Division and horse car lines on High (Westminster) Street and Cranston 
Street.   
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 15, shows the block 
bounded by Harrison Street on the east, Division Street on the south, Groton Street on 
the west, and Miller Street (later Powhatan Street) on the north.  On the second lot north 
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of Division Street, there are two frame buildings.  No house number or owner is 
identified.  The block is developed.  There is water and sewer on the street. 
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 10, shows the block 
bounded by Harrison Street on the east, Division Street on the south, Groton Street on 
the west, and Miller Street (later Powhatan Street) on the north.  On the second lot north 
of Division Street, there are two frame buildings on the 5,025 sq. ft. lot.  This lot is 
further identified as #59 Harrison Street.  No owner is identified.  The block is 
developed.  There is water and sewer on the street and street cars on Westminster and 
Cranston Streets. 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 32  shows the block bounded by Harrison Street on 
the east, Division Street on the south, Groton Street on the west, and Powhatan Street 
on the north. Lot #241 is the second lot north of Division Street and contains 5,025 sq. 
ft.  The lot measures 50.125 feet on Harrison Street and is 100.25 feet deep.  No 
buildings or owners are shown on this map. 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 15 shows the block 
bounded by Harrison Street on the east, Division Street on the south, Groton Street on 
the west, and Powhatan Street on the north.  On the second lot north of Division Street, 
there are two frame buildings on the 5,025 sq. ft. lot.  This lot is further identified as #59 
Harrison Street and owned by H. Hausenstein et ux.  The block is developed and the 
City of Providence owns most of Harrison Street.  .  There is water and sewer on the 
street and street cars on Westminster and Cranston Streets. 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 7 shows the block 
bounded by Harrison Street on the east, Division Street on the south, Groton Street on 
the west, and Powhatan Street on the north.  On the second lot north of Division Street, 
there are two frame buildings on the 5,025 sq. ft. lot.  This lot is further identified as #59 
Harrison Street and owned by W. A. Hausenstein.  The block is developed and the City 
of Providence owns most of Harrison Street.  .  There is water and sewer on the street 
and street cars on Westminster and Cranston Streets.  Reference to Dexter Donation 
Plot. 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 7 shows the block 
bounded by Harrison Street on the east, Division Street on the south, Groton Street on 
the west, and Powhatan Street on the north.  On the second lot north of Division Street, 
there are two frame buildings on the 5,025 sq. ft. lot.  This lot is further identified as #59 
Harrison Street and owned by C. Vallese.  The block is developed and the City of 
Providence owns several of the houses.  There is water and sewer on the street and 
street cars on Westminster and Cranston Streets.  Reference to Dexter Donation Plot. 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 7 shows the block 
bounded by Harrison Street on the east, Division Street on the south, Groton Street on 
the west, and Powhatan Street on the north.  On the second lot north of Division Street, 
there is a frame building and masonry garage on the 5,025 sq. ft. lot.  This lot is further 



PPS Records for 59 Harrison Street  Page 5 
 
 
identified as #59 Harrison Street and owned by C. Vallese.  The block is developed. 
There is water and sewer on the street and street cars on Westminster and Cranston 
Streets.  Reference to Dexter Donation Plot. 
  
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
DB 90/155:  On June 22, 1846, the City of Providence, acting under the advice and 
direction of the Commissioners of the Dexter Donation, sold for $300 to Sylvester E. 
Kelly of North Kingstown, a certain parcel of land designated as Lot #48 of the Dexter 
Donation Land, bounded as follows:  beginning at the northeast corner of Lot #47 on 
Harrison Street, thence northwardly by Harrison Street 50’ to Lot #49, thence 
westwardly by the south side of Lot #49 100’ to a gangway, thence southwardly by said 
gangway 50’ to Lot #47, thence eastwardly 100’ to the first mentioned bound. 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
On February 1, 1869, Sylvester E. Kelly applied to build upon 33 Harrison Street.  
Reference RG 102, Series DN2 0358 (box folder).  [Note:  This application is for the 
second frame building on the property that shows on the 1875 map.  There is no 
mention as to the intention of the building, but tax assessment in 1869 more than 
doubled, indicating the value of an additional residential building.] 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
1846:  No listing for Sylvester E. Kelly 
 
April 12, 1847:  Sylvester K. Kelly was assessed for property. This assessment stayed 
constant until 1854, when it more than doubled. 
 
August 1, 1854:  Series A Ledger 3.281 
Sylvester E. Kelly owned Plat 32/241, containing 5,000 sq. ft.  He was assessed $800 
for land and $1,300 for building. 
 
July 31, 1862:  Series A Ledger 3.281 
Sylvester E. Kelly owned Plat 32/241, containing 5,025 sq. ft.  He was assessed $800 
for land and $1,700 for building. 
 
April 1, 1869:  Series B Ledger 3.146 
Sylvester E. Kelly owned Plat 32/241, containing 5,025 sq. ft.  He was assessed $804 
for land and $3,600 for building. 
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Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894 and again since 
1937. 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, indicating the names of all residents and often their occupations as well. 
No distinction is made between owners and tenants. House directories also contain a 
street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city directory. 
 
1850-1868: Sylvester E. Kelley, carpenter, lived at 24 Harrison Street. 
1869-1888: Sylvester E. Kelley, carpenter, lived at 31 Harrison Street. 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Sylvester D. Kelly, Grand Island Hall Co., Neb, owned the property as of February 1, 

1893. 
Walter V. Kelly owned the property as of October 2, 1893. 
Hubert Hausenstein and wf. Wilhelmina A., Jt. Ten., owned the property as of July 1, 

1904. 
Wilhelmina A. Hausenstein, widow, owned the property as of April 1, 1909. 
Carmine Vallese and wife Rosina owned the property as of November 1, 1923. 
Carmine Vallese Estate and widow Rosina owned the property as of January 1945. 
Alberto, Guiseppe, Pasquale & Enrico Vallese, and Maria V. Paparelli owned the 

property as of June 15, 1945. 
Francesco Bove owned the property as of May 1947. 
Alfred M. DeAugustine owned the property as of May 1948. 
David J. Pride and Thomas P. Collins, TC, owned the property as of April 4, 1997.  Ref 

DB 3527/006. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Judith A. Barlow 
June 2007 
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